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                                               Church & State 
 

  "Give to Caesar what is Caesar's, and to God what is God's." - Matthew 22:21 
 

    At the end of every sermon, there are "extras."  These are notes & reflections that (for  
    various reasons) are edited out of the final draft of the sermon.  As some of you know,  
    I try to jam them into the 11 AM Sunday sermon.  Most of the time, I forget about these pieces 
    left on the cutting board.  Here’s a reflection that didn’t make it into a sermon, but offers 
important guidance for Christians as we consider the relationship between church and state.  
 

"Abraham Lincoln had it right.  Our task should not be to invoke religion and the name of God by claiming God's blessing 
and endorsement for all our national policies and practices - say, in effect, that God is on our side.  Rather, Lincoln said, we 
should pray and worry earnestly whether we are on God's side. 
 
Those are the two ways that religion has been brought into public life in American history.  The first way - God on our side - 
leads inevitably to triumphalism, self-righteousness, bad theology, and, often, dangerous foreign policy.  The second way - 
asking if we are on God's side - leads to much healthier things, namely, penitence and even repentance, humility, reflection, 
and even accountability.  We need much more of all these, because these are often the missing values of politics."  
- Jim Wallis, "God's Politics: Why the Right Gets it Wrong and the Left Doesn't Get It" 
 

Friends, our nation is becoming more and more estranged along political lines.  As Christians, I encourage us to spend less time 
watching cable news and more time in prayer.  Let’s seek to love God more.  Let’s seek to love our neighbors more – even when 
we disagree.  Let’s “pray and worry earnestly whether we are on God’s side.” 
 

Safety Policy & Holy Communion 
“One bread, one body, one Lord of all, 

One cup of blessing which we bless. 
And we, though many, throughout the earth, 

We are one body in this one Lord.” 
One Bread, One Body, United Methodist Hymnal 620 

 

Let me express my gratitude to our Church Safety Team and Church Council for their ongoing diligence and 
leadership, especially during this pandemic.  As of June 14, our Church Safety Policy allows fully vaccinated 
persons to attend worship services and meetings at Faith with or without a mask.  It reiterates our position that 
unvaccinated persons (ages 2+) should wear masks in the building.  It allows for singing during services and 
removed the 6 foot social distancing rules.  Check out our website (www.faithumcop.org) to read the full list of 
guidelines.   
 

Let me encourage us to remain diligent in our care for one another.  This pandemic is not over, and there are 
many vulnerable sisters & brothers among us.  So, whenever we gather, let’s make it a priority to care for one 
another’s health and well-being.  If you are not fully vaccinated, please wear 
a mask inside the church.  When you arrive at church for worship or any 
event/meeting, please register so we can keep accurate contact tracing lists.  
Please maximize fist bumps (or elbow bops) and minimize hugging and 
hand shakes.  In these simple ways, we can all do our part in ending this 
pandemic. 
 

I have spoken with a number of you who are still unwilling (or unable) to 
worship in-person.  With this in mind, we will do something different with 
Holy Communion starting this month.  At the beginning of worship services 
where we will celebrate Holy Communion (ie. 1st weekend of each month,) 
we will remind online worshippers to prepare bread and juice at home.   

INSIDE 
 Worship News 

 New Members Class 

 Family Ministries News 

 Men of Faith Info 

 United Methodist Women  

 Missions News 

 Athletics 

http://www.faithumcop.org
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Pastor Caleb’s message continued:    
 

 

When I pray over the elements in the sanctuary, this will also bless the elements at home.  If you prefer to receive 
Holy Communion using the same pre-packaged elements we use in the sanctuary, please contact the church office 
(faith@faithumcop.org, 708-444-8560) or a member of our Communion Team (Glenda Bayles, Theresa 
Philosophos, Sally Puzon, Jackie Konidaris).  
 

Some of you have asked when we will resume the “old way” of receiving communion.  For safety reasons, we will 
likely continue our method of sharing communion via pre-packaged elements in our pews through the fall.  As 
always, thank you for your flexibility and patience. 
 

August Sermon Schedule 
 

We’ll kick off August with a message by Pastor Josh Bailey-Green on the weekend of August 7-8.  While Pastor 
Josh is a full-time student at the University of Chicago and Faith’s Director of AV/Web, he’s also a full elder in 
our denomination.  He’ll offer a message, “An Eye for Abundance” based on the feeding of the 5,000. 
 

On August 14-15, we’ll start a new series, “The Gospel According to the Beatles” for all of you who are Beatles 
fans.  Each week, we’ll consider the words and meaning of a Beatles hit and its connection with the gospel of Jesus 
Christ.  I hope you’ll join us & invite friends to this fun & groovy series. 
 

August 7/8  “An Eye for Abundance” by Pastor Josh Bailey-Green 
August 14/15  “The Gospel According to the Beatles: Can’t Buy Me Love” 
August 21/22  “The Gospel According to the Beatles: All You Need is Love” 
August 28/29  “The Gospel According to the Beatles: Blackbird”   
September 4/5  “The Gospel According to the Beatles: Love Me Do”   
 

Pastor Caleb 

s 

Online Bill Pay 
 

So, why should you offer your church gifts and tithes online? 
For starters, you'll save money on postage and save your time. 
Online Bill Pay is also safer than the snail-mail method. More 
importantly, it allows our church to financially plan for the 
future. 
 

Sandy Mawhinnie 
Stewardship Committee 

New Addresses 
 

Carole & Chuck Kreuz 
3328 N. Key Dr Unit 4E 
North Ft. Myers, FL 33903 
 
Pete and Karen Struck  
7848 Glenfield Avenue  
Tinley Park, IL  60487  
Phone numbers and email address remains the 
same.  

Pastoral Emergency Fund 
Objective: Provide monetary assistance to our neighbors in need. 
 

Background: Faith currently has a designated fund that provides bill 
assistance and gift cards to our neighbors who express need. Foreseeing the 
economic repercussions for our neighbors who receive hourly wages and 
are unable to work for two weeks, we are anticipating a significant increase 
in assistance requests. By donating to the Pastoral Emergency Fund, your 
resources will be used by Faith’s pastors to assist with bill payments and 
gift card assistance. 
 

How to help: You can donate to the Pastoral Emergency Fund by mailing a 
check to Faith United Methodist Church, 15101 S. 80th Ave., Orland Park, 
IL 60462. Please make checks payable to Faith United Methodist Church. 
In the memo line of the check write Pastoral Emergency Fund for your 
donation to be used towards bill assistance. Or, in the memo line of the 
check write Pastoral Emergency Fund - Gift Cards if you would like for 
your donation to be used to purchase gift cards for assistance.  
 

You will be credited on your giving statements for donations to the Pastor 
Emergency Fund. 
 

If you have any questions or concerns, please contact Pastor Caleb at 
pastorcaleb@faithumcop.org or 815-474-3136 (cell). 

Financial $ Report 
June 30, 2021 

 

Income YTD   Budgeted YTD 

$267,688.77   $256,100.20 

Expenses YTD  Budgeted YTD 

$237,511.32   $268,809.19 

YTD Apportionment Payments 

$23,826.00 

YTD Profit/Loss 

+$30,183,45 

mailto:faith@faithumcop.org
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       Worship Services 
 

Church In Person Services: You must  
sign-up to attend on our website 
(faithumcop.org). This allows us to provide 
contact tracing.. Nursery care is unavailable. 
Updated guidelines can be found on our 
website & Facebook.  

 
 
 

You can also join our 
livestreamed worship service 
on Sunday @ 9:00 AM.  You 
can find the links on our 

website (www.faithmcop.org). You can also view 
the service at any time later on Facebook or 
YouTube. 

Membership Class 

If you're interested in 
becoming a member of Faith, 
we'll receive new members on 
Sunday, August 29.  Sign-up 
sheet is available at the Welcome 
Center.  Contact: New Member Coordinators, 
Nancy Clemenson (309-337-9174 or  
(nancyclemenson@gmail.com) & Gwen Svboda 
(708-743-4610 or gwensvboda@comcast.net).   

The Faith Matters newsletter is now 
available in the footer of every page on 
the website. Simply scroll to the bottom 
of the page and click on Faith Matters in 
the footer. 

Strategic Goals 
 

Bless Children & Youth   
Deepen Discipleship  

Broaden Missional Impact 

Sign-Up Genius Information 
 

Linda has taken over the responsibility of Sign-
Up Genius now that Pastor Caitlyn has moved to 
a new church. Linda will do the registration 
sheets on Fridays. So, if you signed up on Friday 
afternoon or on Saturday you will have to write 
in your name when you check in at church.  
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                            Faith Matters 
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We are sad to see that summer is quickly coming to an end.  That means lazy, fun and 
relaxing days are numbered because school will be starting soon.  We are also happy 
because when school starts it will be time to Kick Off a new year at Faith UMC.  We 
are excited to resume in person activities with kids soon!!  
 

In lieu of traveling out of state for a mission trip this year, our Youth Mission Team 
participated in a week of service with local mission partners.  Kids and volunteers 

painted a room at Faith UMC, sorted through donated clothes at The Bridge 
Thrift Shop, packed meals at Feed My Starving Children, packed hygiene kits at 
My Joyful Heart, and helped with animals and farm needs at HHH Ranch.   

 

During the course of the week, 20 volunteers donated a total of 211 hours to serve others in our community.  
That is amazing!!!  Special thanks to Carmen Lowry and Kurt Mohn for leading this great group of volunteers 
all week. 

                

 
 
                                                                

Family Ministries 

Pictures 

from events 

for Youth 

Mission 

Team 2021 

Sale! Sale! Sale! 
 

School supplies are currently on sale.  
Now is a great time to stock up on 
supplies for Operation Christmas 
Child Shoeboxes.  Pencils, pens, crayons, notepads, 
index cards and pencil sharpeners are great items for 
any box. We will be offering an opportunity for 
families to fill their own boxes again this year.  More 
information will be available soon. 



              Faith Matters 
              August 2021 
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United Methodist Men 
Activities for August, 
2021, and beyond! 

Men of Faith Sunrise Breakfast:  Sunday 8/8 at 7:30 
a.m. Breakfast will be provided.  There will be an 
update on UMM activities for the next quarter and a 
short reading/discussion led by Dale Carver.   

Promise Keepers Breakfast: Wednesday, 8/18, at 
8:30 a.m. Stacks Restaurant is welcoming us back 
and Joyce will still be our server.  God is good!  Jim 
Simmons will lead the meeting.  Stacks is located at 
the corner of Harlem Avenue and 183rd Street. 

Save the Date: Friday to Sunday, 9/17-9/19, 
Northern Illinois Conference UMM Spiritual 
Congress at Williams Bay, WI. 

Save the Date: Sunday, 10/17, will be UMM 
Recognition Sunday (we hope and pray).  An 
afternoon concert by the Alleluia Quartet and the 
annual Spaghetti Dinner fund-raiser will take place 
that afternoon.   

Questions?  Contact Dale Carver @ 762-218-7657 
or aonemanshow@comcast.net  

Food for Faith Families 
 

Food for Faith Families provides meals to our 
congregation who may need help while recovering 

from surgery, returning home from rehabilitation, 
or having a baby.  I would like to thank my team 
for preparing and delivering meals in the past. If 

you are interested in being a part of the team, 
please call Jan Kubillus at (708) 687-0953. 

mailto:aonemanshow@comcast.net
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Veterans Voices 
 

Join a group of veterans of the armed 
forces of the United States. We support 
each other & the greater community of 
veterans in the area and the U.S.A. Check out the 
Veterans Voices Website: www.veterans-voices.org . 
May we never forget their service to our country.  

General Membership Meeting: This month’s 
meeting will take place on 8/5, 7 p.m. at the Orland 
Park Veterans Building, 10545 S. West Ave., Orland 
Park.  There will be a short business meeting followed 
by a program about the sinking of the USS 
Indianapolis in 1945. 

Honor Flag: We raise the honor flag on the first 
Sunday of the month in honor of a deceased veteran. 
Registration forms can be found outside Room 4.  
Contact Dale Carver at (762) 218-7657 or 
veteransvoicesop@gmail.com for more information. 

The Orland Park Veterans Commission has three 
events planned in August: 

* Taste of Orland Salute to Veterans, Saturday,  8/7 at 
7 p.m. at the Civic Center Commons 

* Market in the Park, Thursday, 8/19 at 4-8 p.m.  The 
theme for the evening will be to recognize and assist 
veterans. 

* Veterans Classic Golf Event, Tuesday, 8/31 at 9:30 
a.m. Silver Lake Country Club.  This events still needs 
sponsors, donors, golfers and volunteers.   

Questions?  Contact Gary Lang @ 708-638-5213. 

http://www.veterans-voices.org
mailto:veteransvoicesop@gmail.com
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As I was preparing the United Methodist Women’s article for this month, I 
came across the following prayers written by Kandi Mount. Kandi is a 
Deaconess and Home Missionary from Bella Vista, AK.  Let us pray. 
 

Dear God, the world is changing in so many ways. I pray throughout these 
changes we may remain messengers of love, hope, faith and commitment to 
you. You created us out of love and we each carry a spark of diety in our 

souls that repeats a resounding call to love and to serve. Please strengthen us to fulfill our calling. We ask 
this in the name our risen Savior, Jesus Christ. AMEN 
 

During the past year, many, many people in our church have shared their love, faith, time and talents in large 
and small projects and ministries here at Faith. Thanks to you all! 
 

The Aurora District United Methodist Women will hold it’s last Annual Meeting on Saturday, September 
25th at West Chicago United Methodist Church. It should be a fun celebration, remembering people and 
activities members of the UMW have undertaken and enjoyed over the years. Participation can be in person 
or over Zoom. We will have a sign-up sheet for people who would like to car pool and attend in person. The 
Zoom link will be posted as soon as it is available.  
 

We are looking forward to the Fall, hoping we can begin to meet in person, fellowship, enjoy our Circle 
activities and learn about and participate in activities that benefit women, children and youth here and around 
the world. Be well and God Bless!      Donna Petersen, UMW President 

Bishop’s Appeal 
 

Thank you for donating to 
the 2021 Bishop’s Appeal 
special offering to raise 
funds for the United 
Methodist Committee on Relief – COVID-19 
Response Funds.  Your donation will help 
strengthen the response of health care facilities, 
provide much needed medical supplies, increase 
access to clean water & hygiene facilities & 
address food insecurity & other economic 
challenge facing communities, particularly 
those in underdeveloped countries.   
Our church collected $782.00 .  

Singles Fellowship 

The date for Piano Man at the Jacob Henry Mansion in Joliet has been changed again to 
Wednesday, September 22.  We currently have one spot open for $52.  All those with 
reservations have been called, but many just got a voice-mail from Nancy. If anyone has 
questions, please call me Nancy at 309-337-9174. Interested in helping to plan other events later 
in the year? Please let me know and I will set a date to meet & eat! 



 Faith Matters                                                                                     
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Blood Drive 
 

A huge "thank you" to those who  
donated blood on July 18th.  We  
collected 9 units of blood.  Please  
remember that each unit can save 3 lives. 
Our next blood drive will be Oct. 24th, 2021.   

“Witness to Fitness” meets Monday, 
Wednesday & Friday, for Exercise, 
Fellowship and Walking class.  Call Darryl 
Wertheim with questions (708-781-9696) 
God Bless !!  No class on Aug. 2. 
 

Tai Chi: They are meeting at the church on 
Mondays & Wednesdays, 10:30 – 11:30 AM.  

Call Bill Grizzle for more information. 

Scrip 
Dear Scrip Customers, 
 

Because of the pandemic, there will  
temporarily be no Scrip table available to place orders 
or pick up your gift cards now that church is reopened. 
I have been placing Scrip orders every Sunday.  You 
can put the orders in the scrip mailbox in the office & 
pick them up the following Sunday. Arrangements can 
be made to pick them up sooner. Call 708-638-8461. .  
Because I won't be able to pass out order forms in the 
church, please feel free to write your orders on a 
piece of paper to give to me with your check or cash. 
 

Thanks to all who have continued to support our Scrip 
Gift Card Program which raises money for youth and 
adult mission trips. Hope you all are staying safe and 
healthy.   Blessings, 
   Genie Lang, Scrip Coordinator 

  Elim HOPE Packs 

   The Missions Committee has sponsored an opportunity for our church to help 
  two causes at the same time! We can provide meaningful work for the adults in Elim's                     
        Adult Services Program and bless children in need at our adopted Springfield School! Your 
monetary donation of any amount (FYI expenses for each pack is $24.00) allows Elim's adults to 
assemble and distribute these packs to each student in need at local schools. All Faith UMC's 
donations will go towards HOPE Packs to be delivered to Springfield School!      
 

We will be collecting through Sunday, August 1st. Please make checks payable to Faith UMC 
designated "HOPE Packs" so we make sure every dollar goes to the right place! Please help us bless 
as many children as possible by donating. These HOPE Packs provide essential school supplies for 
local children in need, and they bless the men and women at Elim’s Adult Services by providing 
meaningful work.  
 

As always, thanks for your generous support. Please contact me if you have any questions. 
Genie Lang, Chairperson 
Missions Committee 

http://images.search.yahoo.com/images/view;_ylt=A0PDoX42GD1P8jUAIQuJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBlMTQ4cGxyBHNlYwNzcgRzbGsDaW1n?back=http%3A%2F%2Fimages.search.yahoo.com%2Fsearch%2Fimages%3Fp%3Dgift%2Bcards%26ei%3DUTF-8%26fr%3Dyfp-t-701%26tab%3Dorganic%26ri%3D179&w=6


Faith United Methodist  Church 
15101 South 80th Avenue  

Orland Park, IL  60462 
708.444.8560 

E-mail: faith@faithumcop.org 
 

*************************** 
Saturday Service: Contemporary  - 4 PM 
Sunday Services: Traditional - 9:00 AM 

Contemporary - 11:00 AM 
Nursery - 9:00 AM & 11:00 AM 

 

Church Office Hours: 
Monday - Thursday:  8:30 AM —3:30 PM 

Friday 8:30 AM—1:00 PM 
 

Caleb Hong: Pastor 
Beth Ridderhoff, Director of Contemporary Worship  

 Kim Clifton, Director of Family Ministries 
Linda Bitzer: Office Manager 

 Sandy Ward:  Program Coordinator    
Josh Bailey-Green: Director of AV and Web Ministries  

 Rolf Moan: Choir Director  
Patty Lazarz: Organist  
Don Lowry: Custodian 

 

Please submit newsletter articles by the 15th of each 
month.  Articles can be  e-mailed, or submitted in  

MS WORD format. 

Newsletters by E-mail 
 

We have gone green with our 
newsletters. If you're tech-savvy and 
able to receive our monthly newsletter via email, send a 
note to our church office (faith@faithumcop.org).  Let 
the office know that you'd like to receive the newsletter 
as an email attachment and the email address you'd like 
for us to use for this mailing.  By taking this simple step, 
you can help us save both dollars and trees.   
 

Deadlines 
Please forward all articles/information/photos for the 
monthly newsletter and for the Sunday bulletin to: 
faith@faithumcop.org.  The deadline for all newsletter 
articles is noon the 15th of each month; the deadline for 
the bulletin information is Wednesday at noon. Be 
certain to indicate if the news is for the bulletin and/or 
the newsletter. 

Faith Matters 
August 2021 

Weekly E-Notes 
 

Weekly e-notes continue.  These are short news blasts 
(different from our monthly newsletters) that Pastor Caleb & 
Pastor Caitlyn send out each week.  Each note contains a 
short devotion and a reminder of "news" for the upcoming 
week. The goal of the weekly e-notes is simple: to improve 
communication within our church family.  If you'd like to 
subscribe to this mailing list, go to our church website 
(www.faithumcop.org) and sign up.   

P a g e  9  

Check out our website: 
www.faithumcop.org.  

 

Attn: All committee chairs should review 
their web page information to ensure 
accuracy of information. Provide updates to 
Sandy Mawhinnie, webmaster 
(smawhinnie@sbcglobal.net). 

Text Messaging Sign Up  
 

We are using a free, safe, and simple messaging 
tool that will help us share important updates 
and reminders.  If you are interested in being 
added to this means of communication via text, 
please text to 81010  in "To" line & @faithum 
in message line. All personal information is 
kept private.  You can opt-out of messages at 
any time by replying “unsubscribe 
@faithum”.  There is no charge for using this 
service if you have an unlimited text plan.  If 
you have a specific text plan, each received 
message will be 1 text.  

 

Church Usage Policy Exempt form 
 

Last year we adopted a new Church Usage Policy 
which has a few evenings out of the week allotted 
for children and youth programs to follow along with 
our Church Strategic Goals. These evenings are 
Tuesday & Friday from 5:30 - 7:45 PM and Sunday 
from 4:45-7:30. We wanted to remind people that 
there are days that we do not have programming and 
we have a "Church Usage Exemption Form" you can 
fill out if your group is wanting to meet on one of 
those days. You will want to look on the church 
calendar in room 4 and see if there is anything 
scheduled. Please do not write anything on this 
master calendar. If nothing is on the schedule, pick 
up an Exemption Form outside of room 4 and submit 
it to Sandy Ward. It will be reviewed by the team 
and an answer will be given to you in a timely 
fashion. If you have any questions on how this 
works, you can see Sandy Ward, Pastor Caitlyn, Kim 
Clifton or Ed Bayles. 



SHEPHERD’S MINISTRY     
Please keep our homebound in your thoughts and prayers:  
Doriss Hoover, Warren Koerner & Garnet Suhs  
 
 

Please keep these people in your prayers: 
For all military service men & women, Health Care workers, Fire Fighters, Police Officers, and everyday he-
roes that work to keep us safe; victims of gun violence in Chicagoland & our nation 
 

For Health & Healing: 
Meriellen Anderson 

Rita Bartak for grandson, Jaxson 

Jeannie Bellik for cousin Mike’s daughter-in-law, Shannon  

Phil & Linda Bitzer’s sisters, Lynne & Denise 

Pastor Caitlyn’s father, Steve Butler 

Rich Carriel 

Janie Clifton’s friend, Jamie 

Amanda Cobb for son, Tristan 

Joselyn Daher 

Harold Deneka 

Peggy DeNormandie’s mother, Marge & granddaughter, Paige & son, David 

Ron Drechsel 

Elaine Eubank’s husband, Tom, now in hospice care  

Bob Fulton 

Dolores Genis  

Susan Heaton’s mother, Janice, hospice 

Kip Hendrickson 

Joyce Januszewski for great-nephew, Nick 

Maury Junod 

Evelyn Kerwin for granddaughter, Ashley & baby, Breyden 

Jackie Konidaris for Joey’s grandfather, Tony 

Patty Lazarz for friends, Connie & daughter, Heide & Mary & daughter, Kelly 

Vanessa Leon for godchild, Adriel 

Nancy Lettieri for sister, Kathryn 

Alice Mossman for sister-in-law, Carol 

Reggie & Regina Ngorima & family 

Jeannie Purpura 

Jerry Schleeter 

Joan Smith 

Marla Smith for sister, April   

Joe Statkus for friend, Phil & his wife, son, Matthew, diagnosed with brain cancer 

Karen Struck 

Linda Wright for husband, Don  

Tiffany Wu for herself & her uncle 

Bill Zeitz 

                                                 Faith Matters 
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Please check with the office or the committee chair 
for exact times and locations.  See our website for 
other, regularly scheduled events & meetings. 

AUGUST 2021 

Aug. 2 No Witness to Fitness today 

Aug. 5 Lifeline Screening 8 AM-6 PM 

Aug. 8 Men of Faith Breakfast 

Aug. 18 Promise Keepers 8:30 AM 

Aug. 28 Human Sexuality & Faith  

Aug. 28/29 New Members Join 

Aug. 29 O’Connor Baptism 12:30 PM 

SCRIPTURE AUGUST 

 


